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who have no faith in the spinning-wheel and in khadi will serve
no useful purpose by hanging on to national education.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 19-7-1925

249.   LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU

CALCUTTA,
July 19, 1925

DEAR PANDITJI,

During these few days I have been taxing myself what spe-
cial exclusive contribution I can make to the memory of Desh-
bandhu and the situation created by Lord Birkenhead's speech,
and I have come to the conclusion that I should absolve the
Swaraj Party from all obligations under the Pact of last year.
The result of this act is that the Congress need no longer be a
predominantly spinning association. I recognize that, under the
situation created by the speech, the authority and the influence of
the Swaraj Party need to be increased. I would fail in my duty if I
neglected a single step within my power to increase the strength of
the Party. This can be done if the Congress becomes a predomi-
nantly political body. Under the Pact, the Congress activity is res-
tricted to the constructive programme mentioned therein. I
recognize that this restriction should not continue under the
altered circumstances that face the country. Not only do I, there-
fore, personally absolve you from the restriction, but I propose to
ask the forthcoming^ meeting -of the A.I.C.C. to do likewise and
place the whole machinery of the Congress at your disposal .so as
to enable you to bring before that body such political resolutions
as you may consider necessary in the interest of the country. In
fact, I would have you regard me at your disposal in all such
matters in which I can conscientiously serve you and the Swaraj
Party.1

Tours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI

Young India, 23-7-1925

* For Motikl Nehru's reply, vide Appendix V.